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Snakes & Ladders 


The 'Gorbals Story' continues to arouse controversy, and not 
just from Big Chief Lally's Tribe of Political Stooges. The 
Keelie is a campaigning news-sheet and its target is political 
corruption. The victims of political corruption are always the 
people. And the people in the Gorbals have been done in 
consistently by those who were put there to fight for them. 
What's been happening here is a crime. This applies to 
everyplace else in Glasgow which doesn't OWN 'high amenity' 
status. There are no personal vendettas being carried out. But 
names have to be named or else we're just playing snakes & 
ladders. The Mutters, MacPhersons and Robertsons are no 
different from the Lallys, Crawfords and McFaddens; the Hulberts 
and Connollys, the Spaldings and Palmers. This city is a 'rotten 
borough' and the way political patronage operates exemplifies it. 
The place reeks of the smell. If the Labour Party rank and file 
are p6w trying to get their house in order then good on them, 
this' is one 'rag' that'll support them. If they don't we'll 
continue attacking as best we can. 
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Taking Control 


Despite having its annual grant withdrawn by Labour's Lothian 
Region the Edinburgh Unemployed Workers' Centre will fight to 
stay open. The centre has computers, photography, dark rooms, a 
print shop; meeting rooms, creche facilities; disabled-access on 
two floors; a small cafe and library, space for social 
activities. In other words this is a real unemployed workers' 
centre, run by unemployed people on a voluntary basis. It has 
exciting potential. But the voluntary workers are under no 
illusions. Now they've taken control they have a real fight on 
their hands. From now on they'll have to organise the lot 

themselves, and that means fund-raising on a massivea' scale. If 

Labour ' 

they succeed they'll show up^ party hacks like Milligan, Nolan and 
Geddes for for what they truly are - bagmen for the Tories. But 
to unemployed workers everywhere this points the road to what's 
possible, even with your back to the wall. More power to the 
people ! 
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RATS DESERT HMS TREASURESHIP GLASGOW 


la the past couple of months chief executive of the SECC, Mr 
Jeremy "Don' t-pin-the-rap-on-me" Sale, has resigned because of 
his failure to stem the continuing cash crises. Tne latest is 
the £700,000 loss on Rob "You're-a-dancer" Palmer's West Side 
Story debacle. Earlier debacles start at the initial outlay of 
£5 million. All the dough gets paid by the ragged trousered 
pnilanthropic keelies of Glasgow. 

Then we had Rob "I've-knocked-it-off" Hulbart, Deputy 
Director of Parks and Recreation who resigned when he was 
discovered to be a shareholder in a leisure company looking for 
contracts from Parks and Recreation. His political boss, "Red" 
Danny Crawford just man3naged to resign from the City Chambers 
before tne police moved in. Tne exLabour Councillor now gats his 
£25,000 a year job + axes, helping Lawrence "Perks" Peter kin 
privatise the naalth service. 

We're just waiting to hear the follow up from "Honest" 
Bernard Connolly. The first rumour says Connolly rind Lally, 
plus what's left of tne Parks and Recreation department, have 
managed to sort out a deal with private developers with regard to 
Victoria Park. The football pitches have already been sold for 
private housing for the nobs of Jordanhill. The pond's to be 
turned into a private swimming club and solarium. The most 
interesting news concerns the old Whiteinch park's ancient 
fossil-site. It's now in the possession of a business combine 
fronted by exLord Provost Michael Kelly. Along with his partners 
from the business community (including agents for the royal 
family of Saudi Arabia) ha intends transferring the fossil-site 
to the banks of Loch Katrine. This'll be a way of enticing 
proposed future development there when Glasgow's Water is 
privatised. It seems Connolly isn't allowed to resign just now 
in case the game's a bogy. But The Keelie needs confirmation 
from a certain 'wee burd' before going public. Get in touch 
chooky. 


Productivity In The Land Of Tna Free 
The United Kingdom has tha highest proportion of its population in 
prison than any other West European country, plus the largest actual 
prison population. But here’s something our own wee Labour Leaders 
can boast about: throughout the whole of Western Europe our own wee 
Scotland has the biggest proportion of young people rotting their 
lives away behind bars. 


Msighbournood datc.i 

Complaints against the police are at an all-time high. Some 5,000 
referrals related to death, serious injury or assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm. Disciplinary cases rose to 7,156 and action was 
completed on 7,273 cases; there were 16,712 individual complaints 
out of waich no action at all was taken on 13,372. Yet even than, 
according to the British Crime Survey, less than one in ten persons 
who had causa to complain didn’t bother because of the dismal record 
of the Police Complaints Authority^57T4T(?(tf/97CHX 


Tha Rattle of Qrgrsave 

Remember that famous photograph showing a woman about to get it in 
the head by a police truncheon during the Miners' Strike? In tha 
wake of tha £500,000 damages and costs granted to 39 former miners 
who suffered injury by tha police, it is now revealed that tna woman 
in question had to drop her case against the forces of Law & Order 
because her file was stolen from the solicitor’s office. It seems 
the burglary was done by "experts" ( STATfcWATCH). 


State Paranoia 

An estimated 35,000 phones ace tapped annually. These are relayed 
to a recaption centra at British Telecom HQ, Gresham Street, London. 
They are then relayed to tape-machine banks for tha use of MI 5 and 
MI6, our Simply Super State Secret Services (new code name SSsSS). 

(STATE WATCH). 


